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SIR: 

FOURTH SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97 and 1.98 and MPEP 609, and 
in compliance with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
1.56, applicants submit a copy of the reference listed on 
the attached PTO/SB/08A for consideration by the Patent and 
Trademark Office in the above -entitled application and to be made 
of record therein. 

The reference submitted with this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in an opposition proceeding 
pending before the European Patent Office against granted 
European Patent No. 1 001 846, the European counterpart of U.S. 
grandparent application Serial No. 09/093,870, now U.S. Patent 
No. 6,149,882. Copies of other references cited by opponents 
during the opposition proceeding have already been submitted to 
the Office in Information Disclosure Statements previously filed 
in connection with the subject application. The reference 
submitted herewith was inadvertently omitted from the earlier- 
filed Information Disclosure Statements. 
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As previously advised, other documents filed by the parties 
to the opposition proceeding, including the opposition and reply 
papers, can be found by searching for European Patent No. 1 001 
846 at the European Patent Office's Online File Inspection site 
on the World Wide Web, at 

http : //of i . epoline . org/view/GetDossier?dosnum=&lang=EN . At the 
Examiner's request, applicants are willing to provide copies of 
the opposition and reply papers and any other documents in 
connection with the opposition. 

This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is being 
submitted pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (b) in that applicants 
believe that it is being filed prior to the mailing date of the 
first Office action on the merits. Accordingly, neither a 
statement nor fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.97 (d) or (e) is required. 
However, if applicants are mistaken and an Office action on the 
merits has been issued prior to the mailing date of this 
Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement, applicants hereby 
authorize the Commissioner to charge Deposit Account No. 19-1345 
for any fees incurred in connection with this Statement. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Andrew C. Wegman, Reg. No. 54,53 0 
SENNIGER, POWERS, LEAVITT & ROEDEL 
One Metropolitan Square, 16th Floor 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 
(314) 231-5400 
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OURTH SUPPLEMENTAL 
ORMATION DISCLOSURE 
ATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



V : m ^S^ e as man y sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



Confirmation Number 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/071,546 



February 8, 2002 



9873 



Guan 



RECEIN 



1743 



Ai-d ] 6 



Dwayne K. Handy 



FCT7D0 



ED 

004 



of 



Attorney Docket No. 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Date of Publication of Cited 
Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Number 


Kind 

Code 2 

(if 

known) 














FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
j MM-DD-YYYY 


T 6 


Office 


Number 4 


Kind 

Code 2 

Of 

known) 




















OTHER ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.) date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T 6 
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ACKERMAN, et al., Multiple Automated Micro Units, Presented before the Division of Petroleum 
Chemistry, Inc., American Chemical Society, New York City Meeting, September 11-16, 1966, pp 
283-289. 






















Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered I 



* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 




document 
Translation 



3 attached or place an "A" here if English language abstract is attached 



SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



